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General Media

The Integrity Commission of the Turks and Caicos Islands joins with the global community in celebrating this important date in the calendar of events of the United Nations. On this International Anti-Corruption Day, it would be good for everyone to pause and reflect on the devastating effects of corruption, and to ponder further measures to enhance the fight against that malady.

Over the past few years, the Integrity Commission has been engaged in communicating with public officials, members of the private sector, schools, and the general public, with a view to increasing awareness in this area of life in these Islands. It is the intention of the Commission to continue its efforts to the point where each resident, and all who do business with us, whether resident or not, understand the importance of having an attitude of zero tolerance to corruption in all its various forms.

It is a fight that has to be waged relentlessly as corrupt individuals are always waiting for an opportunity to practice their craft, and to pounce on the unsuspecting.

Since the beginning of time, mankind has had an acquisitive streak. There is nothing intrinsically wrong with such a characteristic. However, we have to ensure that material gain, wealth, and personal standing are achieved by fair means only, and that the law of the land is complied with in such pursuits.

Public resources are not to be co-mingled with private funds; nor are they to be regarded or treated as being for the benefit of one sector only. The economic welfare of the Turks and Caicos Islands will depend not only on the hardworking efforts of the people, but also on the avoidance of corrupt practices. Deliberate cost overruns on public projects, misappropriation and general malpractices hurt the country as a whole, in that value is not received for sums expended. Corrupt behavior weakens the fabric of the society, and is a sure recipe for the creation or perpetuation of poverty.

I take this opportunity on this significant Day to encourage support for all activities aimed at highlighting the need to be constantly guarding against acts that are corrupt, illegal and display moral bankruptcy. 

Seymour Panton

Chairman, Integrity Commission
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